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A ie ali düse ane hn at; qt 
Poor unhappy. Joſeph! ve left him in priſon 
v bere think he muſt have had a very anxi- 
dime, for who could teil whether it might not 
bis own turn next to be taken out and hanged as 


e Chief Baker was! and yet perhaps there might 
ſome ray of hope that he might like the Chief 
ler, get out and go back to his office. All ſuch 
Pes however ſoon vaniſhed, for though Pharaoh's 
. day came, „on which he made a-feaſt to all 
x I ſervants,” yet it proved no holiday to Joſeph ; 
42204 though: © the Chief Butler” got ſettled in his 
> ief Butlerſhip again, and was giving the cup 
ery day into King Pharaoh's hand, yet did 
t the Chief Butler remember Joſeph.” Two 
bole years paſſed without any improvement in 
poor priſoner's condition: now in all this time 
ſeems very ſtrange that the Chief Butler ſhould 
have contrived to drop a ward in his favour,; 
how wonderfully had Joſeph foretold to the 
ief Butler his reſtoration. to office ! how affect - 
zy too had he intreated to be remembered by 


ehen the day of his proſperity ſhould come! 
I {root help here repeating the parting words of 


Can gd - Jolep b. tor eo; very. e L Bu i 
>>; mere aid be, when it ſhall be welt with il 
and ſhew. kindneſs I pray thes;--unto;-me, alli; 
"= mention vf me to ne and bring me run; 
of this houſe; for indeed I was ſtolen away out Whoure 
| the land of che ebreus, and here alſo I bave dH oke 
53 nothing that the mhould put me into the dungeoſ And 
RA et id not the Chief. Butler remember Joſeph.M tou 
| Ah! bow juſt a pikture i is this of a great pan s th 
l mankind? we are many of us apt, while ve airit 
faring well ourſelves, to take no thought about th e M. 
bo are poor and ſick and in priſon. It plea 
God now and then to let one or other of (us f 
up in the world, upon which we go away and k 
| giert all our old ions, ſome of whom per 
moſtſexceedingly need a belping hand from 
* e are grown gay and merry, or _ buſaly gngag 
among our new friends, ſo that we quite for 
dur old ones ; and then as to any intereſt which; 
Have got with the great, we feel ſa- much ing 
pk thoſe above us, we are ſo ſoft, and ſmooth, 
civil When we ate in their preſence,, and fo 
willing to ſay any thing which niay poſſibly 
. offence, or that may chance to kurt or own il 
reſt, that we dare not ſpeak a word-in; favour e 
of the möſt injured charahes but we diſmils 1 
from -ourr aboughts; juſt as the Chief. Butler 
* Joſeph from his remembrance. 
Ait came toi/paſs however, at the end of 
 _ Full years, that King Pharaoh dreamed - a dg 
and behold there came out of the 
feyen well favoured kine, and fat: fleſhed, 
"they fed in a meadow. And behold ſeven df 
Kine came up after them ill fayoured and 


: "RO on did eat up te ſeven yell favoq 


5 * 


fat kine. Ev? FN 4 Fg FR ee 
ne behold ſeven eats of corn came up u 


But thi 
vith th 


me, Ae ſtalk; ſtrong and good. And ſeven thin arb 

g me erung up after them. And the ſeven chin ears de 

"ay out Woured the ſeven ſtrong and full ears, And Pharaoh By 
ave doffwoke and behold it was a dream.) 8 6 
dungeoſ And now. what is to be done £: be King himſelf 5 
Joſeph. troubled with a dream. And it came to paſs,, 

at pan s the Scripture, * that in the morning the King's 

e we 


Out the 
It plead 
of us 
and { 


je Magicians of Egypt, and all the wiſe men there- 
and Pharaoh told them his dreams; but there 

as none that could interpret them to Pharaoh.“ 
id no wonder, for it was the purpoſe of God to 


n pero found by this dream all the-Magictans of Egypt, 

from M order chan the King might be driven to alle an 
angie erpretation of i0 trim ale * ee ; 
ite fon And then came the Chief Butler and ale un. 


which Pharaoh, ſaying, I do remember my faults this 


ch in g; for Pharaoh was wrath with his ſervants, and 
tooth, ut me in ward in the Captain of the Guard's houſe, 
ud ſo Moch me and the Chief Baker: ayd we dreamed a 
ſhbly cam in one night, I and he. And there vas there 
oun ich us a young Hebrew, ſervant of the Captain of 
your eie Guard, and we told him arid be interpreted to us 
mils] rr dreams. And it came to paſs as he interpreted, 
was : me he reſtored wiv mine office, and him | 


2 8 f le 

at joy ful eiligen was this: to Finteol, 
— I fee his countenance brighten up at 
e upon it. „ Then Pharaoh ſent and called 
bleph, and they brought him 2 out of the 
mgeon,. And he Hr himſelf and changed his 
ment, and came in unto Pharaoh.” When this 
eat Eaſtern King commands, not a moment is to 
loſt in obeying him. For two Meer. — had 


1 1 


int was troubled: and he ſent and called for all! 


5 imterpret it, and I have heard ſay af thee that the 


Joſeph takes none of the glor to himſelf, as a pro 


4 
*Þ 7 | p 
. ; 4 


* wt 3 Ed forkis 4k youg 
2 ut Pharaoh would:hardly wait two min- e 
before Joſeph, whoſe appearance had become qui 
foarlomn and vretched, muſt be brought before HM fe 
| ſhaved abhddrefied,'ant tht for the Royal Preſence Ws .. 
And imme y Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph ch! 
have dreamed a Ne and there is none that tier t. 


cañſt underſtand a dream to interpret it. 
Pharaoh ſeems not yet to bave underſtoed | 
- whole help it was that Joſeph was enabled to i 
terpret dreams. Joſeph bad no more ſkill in the 
matters than any other man, but he Was the ſery 
of God, and it pleaſed God for his on -purpok 
to give to | Joſeph by miracle the power of intet 
preting the dteam of Pharaoh. Accordingly. Jolep 
anſwers, Pharaoh by ſaying de it is not in me, G. 
ſhall give to Pharaoh an anſwer of Peate. Thi 


perſon Would have been glad to do, but he gives 
all to God, to whom alone it was due. «Phang q 
then in a very: aner manner weinte his two Ares 
1 to Joſeph. 4 NE 
188 And Jaleph: 7X unto. Phonic: the Ates 
one, that is to ſay, the two dreams ſignify one 
_ the ſame thing, . and God hath ſhewed Pharzt 
by means, of them what he is about to do. 
ſeven good kine are ſeven years, and fo alſo l 
ſeven good ears of corn are feyen years, the dredl 
is one. And the ſeven chin and ilE favoured kid 
that came up after them are ſeven years, and 
| ſeyen. empty cars of corn are: alſo ſeyen years. i 
_ theſe laſt, ſigniſy ſeven years of famine. This thet 
fore is the thing which-God is about to do; bt 
; Ahold: 9 come e Pe Wh e 15 


* * 
ur 


TY » 


* 


dehy puta al 5 th 555 1 * * Walt 
min nl 1 d yen. Years. of famine;. and 104 
me qui % al 15 5 the land by. reaſon 
fore. M famine, 

us, , Now, lt erefore,. conti nued. ofepth,. let 

ch look out A mat diſcree and wile and et Hl 
er the land of. Egypt, and let him appoint 5 
ers, and; let them gather. together, the, food of 

pod years and lay it up in the ese andi it al 


ler that the land. not pe ſh.” 'A d the 
bing which RN Ve good. in 13 eyes 
Pharaoh Io "It big ſervants, and, Pharagh | aid 
into his ſervants, can We- fing any. one equal to” 
bis ſoleph, a man in yon. th fo . e 
d Pharoali Tar: At 1 foraſmuch 
th ſheye hee. all thi Pre Malt Meteors be - 
wer my . 17 zeec ing to thy word, tha l 
ll 55 people. be Tuled ; "oply in- eh krone, will 
5 fle 1 an thou; 0 Pathol 198 K off th th 
Ng rom his land e and 3 on. Joſeph Uh om, 
arrayed. him 1 in veſt ſtments.: of f © linen, A: £194 
gold chain about His, neck, OP made im to 
de in the f ſecond. ch hafiot that he had, and Rey 
ied before him: bow nd. knee ! and. he ma 
wo 19 all the! IF 
alſo thi ll no man li 1 11 PIR or foot, in all the land 
e-dreat Egypt.“ 


be is now reater: than e ever he was.” He bad Ye. 


Chief Cap tai a Pu, he is now. the firſt mart in the 
0 of: herzen 1 he is greater than 32 


dll ing, 3 br bY ſhall” be 'Yery. 1085 - 224 


& for ſtore, again the. (even. .years,of famine, in 


of. 'Egy pt. And ps ford _ | 
Id unto 1 f. d 1 am Pharaoh, and without. me. 


How wondettyl” was ” this. 922 ation, of Joſep fit 1 


pre been, the e br |t 7 man in the houſe of Pharaoh 4 


ſer his . ee 8 maſters, Res * Aan pes en : 
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— 
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_ 
18 2 


8 48s * 3 
ext to e all the laben e 
let us not forget to atlmire the good Provident 
of God in all this. uo was God” that raiſed hin 
om being a Nave to be the Chief ſervant of 3 
** <6 phar, and it Was; God that lifted him bg fro be 
| . A priſoner, tolbe 1 5 of all Egypt. Ff 
is the Lord (as the Plalmiſt ſays) that We ric 
\ 5 maketh poor, that lifteth up, and caſteth down 
He taketh the fimple out ef the duſt,” and Jiftel 
the poor out of ihe mire, that he may ſet him wit 
| the Princes, even with the, Princes of the People. 
4 For the Lard'is merciful to them that fear him,” and 
ue will keep the way of the Saints.” It is trut 
_ - ſometiriies afffits even his moſt favoured pet 
ple; “ He brings down, as It is laid, their hea 
-*..._ through ce thi y fall down' and there i is non 
10 belp them!“ 0 He alſo ſuffers them to be ev 
- .. entreated' through: tyrants,” But at length 1 
e brings them dut of. darkneſs and out of the ſa 
dow of death, and breaks.their bonds in ſundet. 
le leads them. by a way which they Know not 
be makes darkneſs light before them, . and-erooket 
things ſtrait, and thus, 5 though heavinefs ma 
. endure for a night, yet joy Saen in the worning 
O Praife * "$3 17 ye ſervants of his! C 
|  pratſe the name 3th the Lord! Mleſſed' be the nant 
of the Lord from this time forth for evermore! 
« for be preſerveth the way of his Saints, and 
bath#been' ever mindful. of his covenant,” Mt 
faved' Noah from the waters of the flood, 
| brought forth righteous Lot out of Sodom, * 
flerved Shadrach. and his companion ug ip the 
furnace, and Daniel in the Lions den. He 0 os 
kRuvered David bis ſervant from the Petit of th 
word“, « He ſheved alſo his wiys unto * 


\ 


t. D 
vidente 
ſed hi 
of: N 
om be 
For 
th rich 
1 down 
1 liftet) 
um will 
People. 
m,“ and 
t is trut 
ed pec 
ir hea 
is non 
be ey 
igih 
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erookel 
efs ma 
orning 


F his make himſelf very yſeful in his new ftationz 
1e nam 


rmore 
ts, And 


t.“ H. 


a 
0 

he No 
E 40 de 
| of the 
| Moſe 


8 is now. fo 


{his e 109 5 6510 . Oh * N 
b cauſed a deärth in the land: of Pero, and des, 
ec che provifion'oF bread. ' Bur Te fent a may 

bre, even Joſeph, u Was (ol "for e 


joſe feet! they burt in che ſtocks; the Tron” en- 


into his ſoul until the time 2 that his 


Miſe was heard. Then the King ſent and delivered 
In; the Prince of the People let him go free, he 
ide him Lord alſo of his houſe and 2 of all his . 


ſtance,” — 11 4% * 21% 3 "£45 


But let FH thy "of. ay Reder ſuppoſe that 

be cn ed e for his great- 

„ and rhat the ring on his finger, ahd the fine. 
55 on his back, and the grand chariot ian 


ich he rode, were che chief things he was pleaſed 


was as good ag'he Was great, and indeed what 


all 1 greatiieſs unleſs goodneſs is joined 
Isa 


th it. 
a prime miniſter of a king for the mere lionour 


Fit, and I would rather be 7 poor labourer that 4 


of ſome uſe in the world, than be the greateſt 
march in Europe, unleſs I could do ſome ſpecial 
ice by my greatneſs.” Joſeph proceeds direttiy 


for he immediately went out from the preſence 


Pharaoh and travelled throughout the land, and 
| the ſeven plenteous years the earth brou ghe 


th by handfuls, and he, gathered up all the fool 


the ſeven years, and the food of the field which 
round. about every city laid he up in the 


te, and he gathered corn as the fand of the ſea, 
y much, until he left numbering. And after 
t ſeven years of plenteouſneſs were ended, then 
Eleven Years of Waren began to como > according 


„ 


5 


reat fin in my "opinion t6 wiſh to | 


. 


ith, Joſeph way a. great, man, undoubtedly, bue oy | 


3 — PMs pt 4 4 6 
5 1 15 POR 1 le prople of 1 
unto N for pf * — baraoh 8 may 


them, Go unto Jokephy.and... PE 
0. bw 2 . Pig jk 288 be eee 


te ;, 


1 raid chat my readers Rave . 
3 2 de 91g. Jacob, b of Joſepbo miſe 
. Bs, his eleven Ons, Wh ©. Wer . WIE him inf rd, 


land of Canaan, at, ſome di 34 from yp, MM 


in 
famine ok. the. laſt. Ys years Was uc a8 60 — 
ſeverely felt even-in their country, . * Then 1 ent 
E $i unto. his ſons, whoſe Ahe eee pee all nen 
| © "548 OWn onth C* Pat do * look ops up Let! 
Daher, Rebold f he heard Dal b bf colnet 
ES Egypt. at you down, thit her a db or us art 
thence that we may 95 and Hoe ie. 1 5 d. Pe or: 
den Brethren went gown accordingly to Eg pals 
But e being pours 185 4 g ech iſtine 

2 not ſyffered to. With ten for old Jacob f 1 1n 
; 66 | Peradyenture | ne mitch ef 111 befall "him, to 
5 & And, when the ſons of F Jacob a lee ly, ar 

the. governor Of the 1 and Ly and- he 1 it Joy that, Ic IC get 
40 all the peo le... And Joſeph's brethre came Wh the n 
bowed themſe ves down zefore him with their, fa ll we 


towards the earth.) 
6 Ob. Yu: a: change of Foe 22 Theft Are. whey not 
| who, the. aſt time , they Ia Joſephs; 151 1 
75 him Behold, this rg cometh b 
"| 5 put. him into the pit, a i had 0 bim me. 
e . MRS be. had 5 0 71 theſe hug 
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_ {nod 4 1675 felling him for a Wb „ 
ud. u 10 prevent theiriever —_— to bow down be- 
ped _—re him: n and e. by:itms: aft obaheirs,; that very - 

» Mophety was Brought to pas. In like manner 
his tin Jews thought that by ing: Chrift to death, 
ephy.a ſhould defeat the ende of his coming into the 
m in ad, andſhoutd:maker void the prophecies cont 
Pt, 1 ning Chriſt? — — his death itfelf was ibe ful- 

bent of prophecy, and was one chief purpoſe of. 

en 1 entering into the world; for po * 8 

e all clonement” for the fins of men * ro 

obe Up Let no one then preſume to think dt deren 

is colnWhrect events in his ownwway ;” or that he can either 

T us fro; art or power prevail againſt God, for the coun- 

, Oe of e Lord, it ſhall Rand, and he will bring it 
pas. The Lord taketh the wife in his own 

ie ſtineſs; he ordereth all things, in: Heaven above 

cob, 1; | in the earth beneath” © Go to now, ye that 

UM, to day or to-morrow we will go into ſuch a 

01cpn iy, and continue there a year, and buy and, fel! 

hat ſih get gain: whereas: ye know not what ſhall be 

came ig the morrow, or that ye ought to ſay, If the Lord 

heir fa Ill we ſhall live and do this or that. 

„„ oſeph's brethren, while they were bowing Nr 

e the not know: Joſepb, for he made himfelf ſtrange 

id laid e them, and ſpake roughly, ſay ing —“ Le are 

The es! to ſee the- nakedneſs of the land you are 

| him, one. And they ſaid, Nay:my Lord but to buy food 

ſe his e come. We are: twelve brethren from wy land 

| WCanaan; end behold the youngeſt is this day wich 

bow 40 father, and one is not. And Joſeph ſaid again, 

2d ace re ſpies!” and chen added he; but hereby ſhall: 

» be proved whether there be truth! in you. One of 

ule. g u ſhall go and fetch his brother white the reſt 

ep lll be kept in priſon, and he kept them all in ward. 


5 
Torn in their bags to carry home, bidding them 


F ' drother- Benjamih;/ Now all this: ſeems! to ba 


72 , us, and we would not hear? therefore- behold al 
huis blood is required of us.” 


- 
a” 


_\three/days. ” Joſeph, however, after tus lets the 
departy one bnly excepted ; and he gives 


to come again and redeem the brother they had lef 
dehind, by bringing the next time their young 


A done'd wy OP for the purpoſe of colleQtin 
8 one brethren round him before 
ü would di e himſelf to them, and perhaps 
Vas led to practiſe rather too much art by 1 
anxiety to ſee them gathered together. 
Then faid Joſeph's brethren one to another, « W 
are veriſy guilty-concerning our brother, in thi 
we ſa the anguiſh” of his foul; when he beſoup 


Ohl how dreadful is à guilty eonlcienesl 
vill cauſe our fins to haunt us years ee hat 
been committed. n N 
Now have none of my 0 ever felt the lik" 
kind of terror in conſequence of their having do 
ſomething amiſs: After the commiſſion of à cri 
did you never fancy that every one you met dl 
ſerved you, and that every common accidenif 
was a judgment of God upon you, and if 
trouble happen to befal you along: time afte 
wards, have you not been apt immediately to in 
gine that it had ſome conneQtion/with y your form 
_ guilt ? Sin does not always leave this ſting bebi 
it, for ſome people are quite hardened by the 
crimes, nevertheleſs it often does. If che fin 
great and dreadful, if it be ſomething particulara 
extraordinary, like the ſelling of a brother, or 
thought of putting him to death, then, though pet 
ſhould paſs away quietly; yet it is probable 
conſcience will awake and cry out againſt us at lab 


„11, 
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the preſent caſe. it appears to me, that Joſeph's 

zethren had no particular reaſon to ſuppoſe that 

e trouble they dreaded was cauſed by their having 
rly ſold their brother ſoſeph. They ſeem not 

> have argued very correctly on the occaſion; 

We ſaw, {aid they, the anguiſh of his ſoul and we 


= 


ould not hear, and therefore now is his blood 


bout to be required of us.“ — But this was net a 
ery ſound way of reaſoning ; for it was not clear 
that his blood was now going to be required of 
em at all. It was not clear that any trouble 
hatever was about to happen to them, and even if 
me trouble ſhould happen to them, their having 
Ing once ſold their brother might not be the cauſe. 
uilt is fearful. A man that has ſome undiſco- 
ered crime within him is apt to feel unreaſonable 
rights and fears; his imagination becomes diſ- 
turbed ;' he grows ſuſpicious beyond all reaſon; he 
ees an enemy perhaps, as Joſeph's brethren did, in 


his beſt friend, and the very things that are for 


im, if they happen to go awkwatdly for a day or 
o, are thought to be moſt dreadfully againſt him. 
hn ſhorty a perſon whoſe conſcienice has become 


burthened with ſome great ſin, has often no com- 


ort in his life, until he has fairly confeſſed it and 
repented of it;. Nn ena N | 17 2 FIN $1 
No ſooner had Joſeph's: brethren expreſſed their 
right than Reuben lifts up his voice, and obſerves 
o them how “ he had intreated them not to hurt 
beir brother, and they would not hear. There- 
bre alſo- ſays he is his blood required of us.” 
Here again We may diſcern. a picture of what often 
dappens among thoſe Who have been partners in 
niquity. When the time of trouble comes, then _ 
hole who have had leſs hand in the guilt begin to 
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tell their father how-harſhly they 1621 peel 9 
ind how e $. x 5 had bees desc 
were in Egypt“; ene ver a man bas fome- | 
eat and real fm aa he is glad to turn to 
y thing right, or innocent in his 2 in which, 


ertheleſs, he has been accuſed of inning. Je | 
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Wh's ſons had uſed their Fir father ill in ſelling Joſ 
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| they themſelves had: been uſed ill on the old 
ms account, when they went to buy corn for him 
Egypt. It would be a comfort therefore to 
Ik to him of What they had ſuffered for his fake, 
ce it would ſeem to make amends in ſome mea- 
for the ill of which! they were pres of 
bing done him. | 
Let us beware however. of. diſguiling: our guilt, 


j dwelling on ſome ſmaller point in which it may 


true that we are innocent, © To do fo is one of 
common ſhifts &  witked meng and there are 
ne ſo wicked as hatte have fome. part of their 
ndudt on which | they-cap? dwell with plealure;and 
If complacency. ee. 
But when Joſeph's Brethren proceated to explain 
their father, how the- Lord of the country had 
mmanded them t bring ta him their brother 
njamin, and ho be had detained Simeon as a 


edge or haſtage on his account; then Jacob 


the bitterneſs of his heart, exclaimed, © Me 


we ye bereaved of my children, Joſeph is not 


WM Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin 


ay, all theſe things are againſt me.” But Reuben 
Iv came up and declared that if Benjamin might 
it go with them, he would pledge the lives of 
own two infant Wr that — ſhould 
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- old Jacob, ene, v0 of h meſt] 
happtned to 15 ſo gy Pt; * phe It all 
ber it ary Hack Hee 8808 ed x . ety f 


brother! Sipeot - ben els _ IT ve do 
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been \pequifed to Bring Wepyſamin alſo : | Op. heahics in 
ing is old gacob erird;dML&*Jeleph is not! nb, 
Simepn is, bo, and e will} take 8 [x ney 
all t things are again 1 Nr ought 


Abt. how litt 7 bee ni 
ture of thoſe events hiesse > befaflim 
very things which He Tara” were again I 
fact were · making for hit, for they fe the way 
the recovery of his ſon Joſeph, who had been t 


into the plentiful land of Egypt. not wonde 
E indeed, that this poor old man, bowel” "down as | 
now was with age and infirmity, and deprived, 
| he had been, Be of one dear ſon, and then 
another, ſhould be unwilling to let his preſent 
vorite Benjamin be carried off into; Egypt. —A 
yet, what. could he. dof The famine now ag 
grew very ſore in the land, and at laſt, when 
the corn n Egypt was eaten up, even Jac 
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" is repreſiined as aſking bis bons 065 aggin. | 
boy a little fond 
Then Judah ſpuake unto him, ſaying, The 
did folemnly proteſt unto us, ye ſhall not ſee 
face, except your: brother Benjamin be with 
u. Unleſs there fore thou ſend him, we will not 
down to Egypt.“ Then Jacob ſaid unto his ſons, 
Why did ye tell the man that you had a brother?“ 
þd they anſwered, „ Phe man did examine us 
ſely about our kindred, and therefore we told 
, for how ſhould we know that he would bid us 
le our brother to him?” Then Judah ſaid very 
meſtly, “I pray you ſend the lad, that we may 
it all die, we and our little ones, and I will be 
rety for him.” And Jacob ſaid, „If it muſt be 
do then as you defire. But take ye the beſt 
Its in the land, balm, and honey, and ſpices, and 
irh, and nuts, and almonds; and take double 
oney in your hands, and the money that you 
wght back in your ſack's mouths carry again; 
adventure it was an overſight. Take alſo your 
ther with you, and God Almighty give you mercy *' 
fore the man, that he may ſend away your other 
ther, and let Benjamin return alſo.— If I muſt 
bereaved of my children, there is no help for 
| I muſt be bereaved.” 
Thus did the ſons of Jacob depart, all of them 
mbling with anxiety and fear, and uſing many 
ecautions to avoid giving oftence to the great | 
fon to whom they were going. 
Now this, I may obſerve, is a picture of what 
netimes happens to us. God is perhaps pre- 
ting to fayour us with ſome great bleſſing, juſt 
de was now about to favor the family of Jacob; 
u before he gives us poſſeſſion of the bleſſing, Is 


: OOTY 13 8 | p & "Ml 
leads us through ſome dark and dreary path, ay 
ve fancy a great evil is coming upon us. Why 
therefore God is opening the way to theſe ne 


- © 


peril greater than that we had been dreadin 


_ weeping eyes, we ſet forward in this path, which 
in faR, nevertheleſs, the path to our chief happ 
_ neſs. Thus do we often quarrel with our bleſſing 
And this I take it is a common caſe; for what are 
dur complains but complaints againſt. Providenc 


dealings of Providence which afterwards prove tl 


_ » Reader, look back to your paſt life: conſid cob 
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/ 


mercies, we hang back, and ſay with good old |; 
cob, © All;theſe things are againſt me. But thou 
loth to move forward, yet what can we do? Som 


awaits. us if we make more delay. With 
heavy heart, with a complaining. tongue, and wit 


and do we not often murmur even at thoſe ve 


: 


moſt remarkably for our good ?- 


thoſe ſeaſons in it when you have been forced | 


- neceſſity on ſome unpleaſant buſineſs, or when unda 


have been hindered in your purſuit of ſome fa 


. rite plan, or contraditted in your opinions or youll. c|; 


wiſhes. Now and then perhaps your fituation Wren! 
life has ſeemed quite melancholy and deſperatW:rt-v 


miſery has appeared to threaten you on every iu, eve 
and you have had only a Tad choice of evils jul 


like theſe ſons of Jacob, who thought they had of tha 
to chuſe between a famine at home, and the dre 
of more ill uſage in Egypt. And yet has it Met off 
afterwards proved, that God was bleſſing you 
means. of thoſe very things which were thougit Meir | 
the time ſo terrible? "rang = 

There are many perſons, I am perſuaded, | 
have even had their ſouls ſaved much in; the Herred 
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— 
ath, ue in which chis family of Jagob had their lives 


ele ne rd fora while againſt thoſe very things which 
I old Jive opened the way to their eternal ſalvation: they 
q _ have been, dragged from a life of fin and miſery as 

»? Som 


willingly as ever Jacob's ſons were dragged from 


dreadinC.nean and brought into the fruitful land of Egypt. 
With or how unwilling are men to have their fouls 
and wilhfved! how; unwilling, at leaſt to take thoſe means 
which Witich are abſolutely neceſſary for it! How many 
ef happMWeryants, as well as apprentices, and others are there 
ble ling ho can hardly be perſuaded to attend at publie 


lat are 
»yidenc 
ole ve 
prove ll 


orſhip, or at leaſt to give their, minds to it when 
ey are there; and yet is not this one of the means 
f ſalvation/? They muſt be forced to church by 
he authority of their maſters, or by ſume neceſſity 
moſt as urgent as that which drove the ſons of 


confidſ cob from. Canaan into Egypt! Again, how many 
orced WWildren are: there, who, though invited freely to a 
ben zunday School, nevertheleſs-hang back from going 
Me tan 


ither as much as ever the ſons of Jacob hung 


sor Jock from going into Egypt. Perhaps too their 
ation rents have at the ſame time been as unwilling to 
leſperatW:riwith them through ſome falſe fondneſs or other, 
very fg ever old Jacob was to part with his ſon Benja- 
evils Mun, though it proved afterwards to be the making 
had of that whole family. | S 

the die But let us return to the ſtory. Joſeph's Brethren 
1as it get off from Canaan under a great fright, as I have 
ig you Already told you, and they took double money in 


heir hand, and they carried Benjamin with them, 
nd having come down to Egypt, they ſtood before 
ſoſeph. Now when Joſeph ſaw them and ob- 
erved that Benjamin alſo was with chem, he or- 

. to be made ready, and he 


thought 
aded, W 
1, the {al 


FS: 4 


ered a great. 


reſerved. , They have hung back and ſtruggled 


_ Ivere/afraid,' on account of the money which U 


is yet alive; and they bowed down their hea 


aſked them to come to it, And Joſeph's Br 


had carried off in their ſacks, and they got neat 
Joſeph's ſteward, and ſaid to him, 401 Sir, 
came down hither before to buy food}? and it eu 
to paſs, that when we got to the inn on our . 
- home, we found every man's money in his ſack 
mouth, and therefore we. have brought it back 
you. We cannot tell who put it there, and 
- have now brought other. money alſo, in order 
buy food. - And the ſteward faxd; Peace be to 50 
J had your money, and he brought Simeon 
"to them.” IN. | Fas > 28 31 + P's LEES. 
And when Joſeph came home, A ee ne 
and offered him the preſent which they b rouge 
and bowed themſelves to the earth before hn 
And Joſeph 'aſked them of their welfare, at 
faid, „Is your father well, the- old min of whe 
vou ſpake: is he yet alive? And they anſwers 
Thy ſervant ouf father is in good bealch, 


again to the ground: And joſeph liſted up es 
eyes ant ſaw his brother Benjamin, and ſaid, Wold t 

this your younger brbther; of Whem you ſpake W 
-me? and then turning to the lad, „Gd (ſaid Man h 
be gracious unto thee.“— Joſeph 'now''was mud u 
moved, for his bowels did -yearn over his brothqpone * 
and he ſought where to weep, and he entered in acob 
his chamber 'and-wept there.“ 1 
Religion does not deprive men, (as ſome bund 
- Imagined) of their natural affection and feeling, i 
- Joſeph" was a religious man, and yet how did! 
overflow with kindneſs towards his Brethren, Tt ISA 
remarked in the New Teſtament of one greater en 
Joſeph, I mean of our Saviour, on the occaſion 
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8 Brethy 
vhich d 
ot near 
Sir, 
nd it eu 


our nk together, and were. 
his fack eerful; 0-145 SUB el (341 Sh 410d ernte er 
t back W Now when the {dinner was, over, Joſeph, who 
e, and es fil unknownſto his Brethren, commanded that 
order their ſacks ſhould be filled with corn, and that. 
be to yoery ones money ſhould, again he put into his ſack, 
d moreover, that a ſilver cup, bein 8 J ofeph s Vn 


meon « 
Is, ſhould, togetherawith4themoney,/!be put into 
>ſack of Benjamin; land -whendthe morning was 
awe they alk went away. And before they were 
pt-far;from:the-city, Joſeph ſent his ſte ward after 
em, wha charged them withihaving ſtelen Jo- 
hs. cup aut of theyhouſe,, And they immedi- 


Irew n 
; broug | 
fare, it 
F of whe 


drnſwereW@cly denied the charge, and ſaid ivehemently, With 
wealth, Whomſoever of us it is found, wa will agree that 
jeir beiſe ſhall. die, and that we wilh all, of us be. yuur 
ed up ves (or bondmen, ) and à ſeareh heing made, be- 
d ſaid, old the cup was found in Benjamin's ſack.— Then 


ſpake 
 (faid h 
was mul 
 brothe 
tered 1n 


bey rent their clothes for grief, and laded every. 
un his aſt, and returned to the city. And ] oſeph 
Wd unto; them, What deed: is this that ye have 
one? And Judah, (the ſame who had promiſed 
cob that; he, would be ſurety for Benjamin) re- 

ed, What ſhalh we ſay unto my Lord; God hath 
und out the iniquity of thy ſervants: Behold, we 


me M 
Il now, be bondmeſ to my Lord. And Joſeph 


eling, 


„ did pd, not fo.—But he in whofe hand the cup is 
1. It isa and, (namely Benjamin) he ſhall be my- ſlave or 
eater ant. But as for you, get you all away to your 


caſion ber in peane.⁷̃ 4 


I 


treſsful! .O Jacob Jacob “they would ſay, 40 
ſhall we ever ſee thy face in peace, if we bring not 


the words whioh did break forth from thee at pan 
and now ye will take Benjamin from me.“ 


minds of my readers in this place. Jacob's on 


r 


KY, 


Wat a ſituation had theſe ſons of Jacob got e 


now! Could any thing be more melancholy-and di. 
une 
back Benjamin with us, Well do we remembe m7 
ing with us. joſe h is not, and Simeon is h 

There is one reflection io which'I beg to call the 


are now accuſed unjuſtly ;. they are brought inte 


75 8 
trouble through no fault of theirs: whereas, for pt 
merly they had committed a great ſing I mean th ns? 

of ſelling their brother Joſeph, and had fuff eis 0 

ho particular inconveniences from it. — They ha echr 

not ſuffered when they did wrong, and yet no bur 
they ſuffer for doing right; for they certainly, Whu of 

Ine 


cCumſtances of the caſe; > Let us for a moment ſtop 


world, for hen we do right we only ſuffer for i 
and when we did wrong we all eſcaped! unpunith 


 reaÞÞning, if I had ſeen Joſeph's Brethren at this me 
ment of time, I would have anſwered, “ Stop a ll 


ſhould think, did EW in going down to buy-co 
for themſelves and their aged father, and even ne, 
bringing Benjamin with them, under alt the eit 


here and put ourſelves in the place of theſe ſonWrtain 
of Jacob. They might nowmethinks be tempteq 
to ſay, * Surely there is no righteous governor of the 


ed. Wewill not believe therefore in à Providence 
all things happen alike to all; this world is go 
verned by chance j nay, and the chance is often po: 
favor even of the wicked.” To all ſuch profanq iv t 


tle, I beſeech you; do not decide fo haſtily, fol 


remember your ſtory is but half over. By. and. in 


perhaps your innocence in the preſent matter ui 
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beard att for aught you kiiow'your former 
though fince' committed, come to be 
und. outs at 3145 151 itt a at OS: em 1 A 


Ler us wry mis remark to ourſelves; We 6ftery 
n to profit! for a. While by ſome bad thin that 
dave done, or at leaſt we ſuffer no preſent pu 


ihment.. Our fraud, out lying, or our att of Vioc 
ce, ſucceeds for a certain: time; and 
teſently afterwards we chance to ger tog krdub E 


perhaps 


doing ſomething, which; on the Whole,” really 


s to have been our duty. 'D6 you: never feel | 


pted to diſbeſieve in Providence n ſuch oc 


ns? If your are, 1 would fa) te you;'as 1 


„ obſerved that! I. would bave ald % Joſeph's 


ehren, Wait. a while I beſeech you. Remember 


pur ſtory is but half over. Do nota deoide till 


u obſerve the iſſue . See whether in the end you 


not be ſorry for every bad thing you have ever 
Ine, and glad of every thing which, thro h God's 
ce, you "haye' been enabled to dv ari ht, and 
n though“this mould not be the caſe now it 
mainly vill $688 day op pan. e 71% 2163011456 
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When Joſeph had made ieee e hetping 
amin as his flave or ſervant, and of ſending the 
ter ſons of Jacob home in peace to their father, 
dah came forward and related all that had paſ- 
0 i0 the old man's hduſe when they Were bringy * 
| Benjamin away.) „ My: father ſaid; to us, ob- 
ed Judah, 4 Behold, I have! had two ſons and 
one went from me, meaning Joſeph, who is 
ain pieces, and if ye take this alſo away, and 
lebief bofal 5 ye hal _ down. my grey 
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Jaſepb diſtin himſelf to bit Brethren. PORT 
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e R '8RFExc2 15 OW ther 
y ae $hdet me hide une ad ol. the, ow 
bondman to my. Lord, andi. let the lad gp, yp yit 
ens For how hall Igo, up tn ha 
NG that his 1146-15 bound up- in the Tag's lite, 

d hen me to paſo When hg ein that e l 

ver, 7 „ WII die- ug 1:1); 
Feta n;[pſcph; could-not _—_ himſe ſelf beta nf 
| all 1 oj Jtgpd- 1 him, kk he id, yer | 
ranger. tongo At; -, . nd. Joe won mii 
kyown- 4a, his »Brathren.y, Joſeph 7 aloud : 
Ie chat hen Egyptians in the hogle, ee 
him. And Joſeph faid unto his Brethren, 1, re 
Joſaph. Doch my father yet live? And his Br 
ihren could not aufwer him for they were trouble 
At his preſence. OL 7 Reg yehe 1: 710 21 10 
N wonder that Joſeph's Brethren were trouble 
at chis ſpeech, © howhitter a thing is ſin. It cauſ 
whuble/at thoſe, moments which ought tg be given 
oy. It ſpreads a gloom over our happieſt houſe a; 
— eo thoſe who are not landed: with the u But 
guilt are giving way to the moſt deli ghthy] feeling, adac 
makes the man „ho is burthened in his conſcien ed 
to ſeel a double 0 feel a pang, Laneav, boWrere 

on account of the ſin itlelf, and all lo on any 
of his regert at bales unable to Ji in the: geneMind, f 
joy chat is going forward. „ 25 1.510088 
. Joſeph nevertheleſs comforts bis Brethren. «Kt m þ 
therefore,” ! ſays he, “be not grie ved nor angry with 
yourſelves, for God did ſend me before to Pran örds 
ak our lives; ſo now it! was not you chat ſent me 
ther but God. How freely does Joſeph appearbyd 
ſpeedh, to forgive his * bere is no malidk to l. 
no herred;- no ſpirit of revenge, no vord even le ca 
* all che evil * had endeavored 
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o had tried do ia jure him. Heese 
haps' ſome one may be ready 00 ſay true, 
loſeph did / right to forgivechis Brethren, ſur age 
Ul boundito forgive them that-treſpaſs,againſt us; 
hate bowever, he might asrowell have - ſaid 
thing to them of their ſin for the ſake of thejr 
wa good. "Aianſyer that there is @ time for all 
lings, and thatichis was not the time for- Joſeph 
Iminiſtet reproof. His Brethren were bKely+ guſt 
to be :caſt; doun through over-mitch formal, 
d the thing they nerded at this moment was:there- 
re comfort rather than reþroof. #/ Your, people 
ho take all occafions- tos. reprove 1 without) regard 
time, or place, or eirc umſtances; thaugh they may 
chey mean ofily o do good by it, ale pt to he 
rſh people. They are only ing cheir own 
it, and though they . may: perſuade themiglyes 
t they are of: a; forgiving temper at e 
el are not ſo much ſo as they thin: 
The But I would iobferve further that e extreme 
eclinguhadaeſs of joſeph would, in my opinion, tend to 
onſciengect che hearts of his Bredliren: more than the 
eereſt reprodf. Wbat: they would now: {ay to 
em(elves) have we ſuld for a ſlave a Brother ſo 
hd, ſo generous, ſo excellent as this! How-litle 
id we know of him when we took upon us to ſell 
1 how raſhly did we judge concerning his true 
der, and concerning his intention in {thoſe 
Irds which gavecus, ſo much offente Li He: was 
better man tliat we, though we all talked: ſo 
weh againſt; him, and even though kim Hardly 
i to live.! would here beg alldmy readers to 
e care how they fpegk evil of perſons without 
* knowledge of their. character.  Elpeciallyil 
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urach and; bis ſervants nd. Pharaoh ſai 

urfather and your houſehold: take b 60, 2 5 

if the land of Egypt for your: little ones, and for 

our wiyes, an 3 7 ring your father and nd come. And 

ey, did ſo, And, Joſeph gave to each of them, 

nges of Ant and he ſent to his father ten 


ore aſſes laden wit corn and br read d and meat for: 
s father by the way.” * 
Accordingly Jacob having been invited by his 
n, and having alſo been encouraged by God 
d dream, arrived in Egypt; and all By ſouls, | 
Wat went with him, beliges his ſons” Viveis, were fix- 
and fix, 15 0 
d WM And Joſeph made read his EE and went to 
lo medi et his ater and fell on oh neck and wept a lon; 
ug teme. And Jacob ſaid, Now let me die fince 
as he ve ſeen th face, that thou art yet alive. And 
hich ern brought in Jacob his father and ſet him be- 
„ ee Pharaoh, And Pharaoh ſaid unto jacob, How. 
Bret art thou? And Jacob ſaid unto Pharaoh,“ The 
his fat of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred- 
my falt thirty years; few and evil have the days of the 
ſeph, Gears of my life been.“ And Jacob bleſſed Pharaoh. 
wy, Fi jacob lived in the land of Egypt ſeyenteen 
ers, and he died.“ 5 
Now when Jolep ph's Brethren ſaw that, cir fa- 
ber was dead, ey ſaid, Joſeph will peradventure 
ae us, and will Tequite us for all the evil that we 
id unto him. And they ſent a meſſage to Joſeph, - 
ing, that, their father before he died See 
dem to requeſt of Joſeph, that he would FOR 
heir treſpaſs, againſt him. And Joſeph wept to 
link that they ſhould [peak thys' unto him, And 
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ſes laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten 
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over-rules. all 


every part, of their on conduct juſt as much 


He had made a promile to Abraham, the grandfathe 
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Nene alaiſt we eant it for go 

Now fs T wilt noutit you atid your "Ul 

. 2 And he comforted chem and ſpake kind] 

heit. And Joſeph lived an hundred and 

Tg he faid'to his Brethren, God will ſurel 

ip 50 ad bring out of this: land into thi 

land Which he droinife 'to Ear, and lac y 
_ Jacob." And joſeph died.) 

Thus ings the hiſtor of Joſſph. 1 The alred 

- obſerved that one of 42 chief things ro be learne 

from it is che doctrinè of a particular Providenc 


70 ad Kt 


«Tt was not you” (as Joſeph faid very guſtly to Ma n 
Brethren) that ſent me into wad end but it was Gooſe: v. 
chat is, it was hot you Only. Men indeed were Me if 


inſtruments, and men ale ont e to God fad c 


there was no Providence in the caſe,” Still, he 
E thoug gh man may adt as be pleaſes, yet Gol 
thin; 8 fo as to bring about his ow 

urpoſes. God int Bl inſtance'had a plan in view 


of Jacob, who was the father of Iſaac, that frol 


him the Savior ſhould eome, for that “ in his leede h 
all the families of the earth mould be bleſſed. - We boy 

. fulfilment. of this promile, Iſaac and Jacob ve in 
born, I ſhould here remark by the way, that to Js Go 
cob the name of Iſrdel was given, ſo 1 when H {ho 
Scriptures ſpeak of the Iſraeſites, it is the ſame thinſa, ye 
as if they laid the children of Jacob. Of theſe the hne, a 
werte twelve tribes, 'every onè of the ſons of Ia ve 
becoming the: father of a whole. tribe. Theſe Ia mer 
lites after a-time were brought, out-from Egypt, hour! 


ing been very ill treated _—_ by King Pharaob, al Joſe; 
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deetl; / became a g F eee on % 
or zol oght mant miratles in the rinidſt of them and. 
bur uu e hem the lat of the Ten Command ments ant 
e kind ep his worſhip among them, and ſeparated bemnnmn 


* 


and te om the re M of the world; which continued in guo- 


m1 ure of Cod and of the Horiptures. It was fes 
inte Merle 1fractites for Jews, as they were afterwards * © | 
aac, ned) tharitheopromiſed gd vor came. Aut blefſed! 


God, this: Savior is not the Savior of che ſewẽ a 
ly, but He is now preached to us, “pon imwhoms 
ends of che world are come.” How important 
nis the tory of Joſeph in this view.! IU was a | 
ceſſary link in thevgrear: chaim of Proyidencey + . 


- alread 
e learn 
videnc 


tly to M this chain reaches from the beginning of 
tas Collie vorld evem te the end of it Nor ts) it witk 
| were nie life of Joſeph only, that the Providence vf 
God fed concerns itlelf. Your life and mine, and all 
much various events of it, great and ſmall; from 
till, bor birth unto our dying hour, are equally under 
yet Coe divine direction. The ſame God who lent the 
his owimaclites to ithe pit's mouth, when Joſeph was To: 
in viewar being left to periſh! there, the ſame. God who 
andfathiſhve [oſeph favor in the ſight of Potiphar his maſter, 
_ 9 I who afterwards delivered him out of priſon and 
N his ſee 


Ide him ruler over all Egypt, appoints alſo to us 
bounds of 'our habitation, and orders our whole. 
in life. I then, like: Joſeph, we are 'ferv- 
God, let us not fear to truſt him, and though - 


fed.” 
cob ve 
hat to] 


when m ſhould fall occaſionally into traits as Joſepn 
ſame tine, yet let us hope when the end of our days ſhall 
heſe theme, and when the whole of our ſtory ſhall be told; 

s of Ive ſhall-be able to trade the Lord's goodneſs 

neſe Ia mercy even in the moſt àfflictive circumſtances 

gypt, our lives, as we have now been doing in the :aſe 


araob, # Joſeph, AS IERE 1 
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dor hich we-ſometimes ſee in the worldin get 
6 Let not our faith ſail us if How: and ben the 
mould ſeem every where to proſpet, and the) 
_-company of the righteous: ſhould come: undes 
_ fity»!The hiſtory of Joſoph ſhews that it-is the 
af Providence ſometimes40,withdraw inappeata 
His protection and favor from his own: ſervants 
to- put off to a future ſeaſon: the evil day 
is coming upon innere, Soon however! the 
will come, when all that has been crooked 
be made ſtraight, and all chat has been dark in 
vidence, mall ebe cleared up 
Ihe iſtory of Joſeph, as We: alſo. obſerved, 
_ - ſmall part of Scripture; it fills but a few: pag 
chat large and comprehenſive volume, being 
, defied however with events ng o 'before 
with thoſe. which :follow:;after, io 
the hiſtory of this whole globe 5 5 
a ſingle leaf in a great volume, and it es 
fully underſtood until the dealings of God; wit 
his various creatures ſhall be made knowhyy' 
the whole book of his. Providence ſhall be ap 
And until all theſe. events, Base e 
Vith which God's government of this world 
be conneRted, ſhall be fully revealed. Let us 
therefore, in the exerciſe of faith and hope, re 
bering, as the Apoſtle; ſays, that while we are 
-below, „We know; but in part; but (when 
* which is perſeA is come, then that which is i 
ſhall be done away.—For'now we ſee throw 
glaſs darkly; but then face 10 face. Nowe! 
in part; but then mall WE know, even as & 


ere Knows.” | 
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